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THE AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES’ FIRST SET OF INFORMATION 
REQUESTS ON SWANTON WIND, LLC 

 
The Agency of Natural Resources (“Agency” or “ANR”) by undersigned counsel, hereby 

serves the following Second Set of Information Requests upon Swanton Wind, LLC 

(“Petitioner”) in accordance with Public Service Board Rule 2.214 and V.R.C.P. 33, 34, and 36 

and requests that the Petitioner answer the requests in accordance with V.R.C.P. 33, 34 and 36, 

and deliver its answers and all requested documents and materials to the Agency’s offices as 

soon as possible but in no case later than March 2, 2017.  The Petitioner is requested to provide 

its answers in electronic format, that is, Word or another format readable by the Agency. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS AND DEFINITIONS 

 
1. Reproduce the request being responded to before the response.  Provide one complete 

hard copy of your responses and an electronic copy on disk.  All spreadsheets and computer data 

should also be provided on electronic disk.  

2. Responses to any and all Agency requests that are contained herein or that may be filed 

later should be supplied to the Agency as soon as they become available to PETITIONER.  That 

is, PETITIONER should not hold answers to any requests for which it does have responsive data, 

documents, etc., until responses to any or all other requests are compiled. 

3. The response to each request should be made under oath by a person competent to testify 

concerning the response and all documents and exhibits produced as part of the response.  With 

respect to each request, please state (1) the name(s) and title(s) of the person or persons 

responsible for preparing the response; and (2) the administrative unit which maintains the 
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records being produced or maintains the data from which the answer was prepared; and (3) the 

date on which each question was answered. 

4. Where information requested is not available in the precise form described in the 

question or is not available for all years (or other periods or classifications) indicated in a series 

of years (or other periods or classifications), please provide all information with respect to the 

subject matter of the question that can be identified in PETITIONER’s work papers and files or 

that is otherwise available.  

5. These requests shall be deemed continuing.  PETITIONER is directed to change, 

supplement and correct its answers to conform to all information as it becomes available, 

including the substitution of actual data for estimated data.  Responses to requests for 

information covering a period not entirely in the past (or for which complete actual data are not 

yet available) should include all actual data available at that time and supplementary data as it 

becomes available. 

6. Wherever responses include estimated information, include an explanation (or reference 

to a previous explanation) of the methods and calculations used to derive the estimates. 

7. Some of the Agency’s requests may make particular reference to a portion of a filing in 

this matter.  Notwithstanding this specific direction, these items should be understood to seek 

discovery of all information available to PETITIONER that is responsive to the questions stated. 

8. “Identify,” when used in connection with natural person(s) or legal entities, shall mean 

the full name and current business address of the person or entity. 

9. “Document,” as used herein, shall be construed as broadly as possible to include any and 

all means and media, by which information can be recorded, transmitted, stored, retrieved or 

memorialized in any form, and shall also include all drafts, versions or copies which differ in any 

respect from the original.  The term specifically includes and is not limited to written 

communications such as letters and e-mails. 

10. Documents produced pursuant to these requests shall be organized and labeled in 

correspondence with the paragraph number to which they are alleged to respond.  With respect to 

each document produced by PETITIONER, identify the person who prepared the document and 

the date on which the document was prepared. 
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11. If any request to admit is responded to by a denial or an objection, explain in detail the 

reason for such denial or objection. 

12. If in response to any request for information, the responding party asserts attorney client 

privilege, attorney work product, or any other privilege, please provide in addition to the basis of 

the privilege the date of the allegedly privileged communication(s), the identity of all persons 

who were party to the allegedly privileged communication(s) or who received photocopies of 

such communication(s), and the subject matter of the allegedly privileged communication. 

13. If any interrogatory or request is objected to in whole or in part, please describe the 

complete legal and factual basis for the objection, and respond to all parts of the interrogatory or 

request to the extent it is not objected to.  If an objection is interposed as to any requested 

documents, please identify the document by author, title, date and recipient(s), and generally 

describe the nature and subject matter of the document as well as the complete legal and factual 

basis for the objection. 

14.   “Project,” “proposed facilities,” “project site,” and “project area” means the construction 

of the “Swanton Wind Project” consisting of the construction and operation of a wind turbine 

generating facility of up to 20 MW (AC) in Swanton, Vermont on private property located along 

Rocky Ridge and decommissioning, all as described in Petitioner’s filings in this docket.  

15. “You” or “Your” refers to PETITIONER, its employees, agents, contractors, and 

consultants. 
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INTERROGATORIES 

 

Q.ANR:SW.1-1. On page 5, lines 8-10 of Travis Belisle’s Prefiled Testimony on behalf of 
Swanton Wind, LLC, he states: “Our land along Rocky Ridge sits approximately 900 feet 
above sea level.  The property has been an active, working landscape throughout my 
lifetime.  Historically, the land has been used for logging.”  Please identify any and all 
land use management plans, such as a forest management plan, that are in place for the 
property referenced. 

 
Q.ANR:SW.1-2. On page 10, lines 11-12 of his testimony, Mr. Belisle states: “The amount 

of blasting is not known at this stage in the Project’s development and design.”  
Regarding this testimony,  
 

a. Where do you anticipate needing to use blasting? 
b. What additional information do you need to obtain to determine the amount of 

blasting? 
c. When do you anticipate knowing how much blasting is needed for the Project? 
d. Do you anticipate that the Project will require disturbing more than 5,000 cubic 

yards of material? 
e. What is the location of potential blasting?  Provide any related mapping. 

 
Q.ANR:SW.1-3. On page 10, lines 14-18 of his testimony, Mr. Belisle states: “A qualified 

licensed blasting company will be engaged to carry out any blasting required for the 
Project.  The blasting contractor will be required to follow all safety laws and 
requirements in the Project’s blasting plan as well as the Agency of Natural Resources 
2014 Best Management Practices for Blasting to Avoid Environmental Contamination 
(“ANR’s Blasting BMPs”).”  When do you anticipate having a final blasting plan?  When 
do you anticipate selecting a blasting contractor?  Will they (and to what extent will they) 
be involved in developing the blasting plan? 

Q.ANR:SW.1-4. On page 11, line 17-page 12, line 2 of his testimony, Mr. Belisle states: 
“MDB has prepared a preliminary plan that will be revised to incorporate the final Project 
design.  The blasting plan’s major components are the scope of pre-blasting surveys; 
blasting notifications; blasting procedures, including equipment, sequence and safety 
protocols; blasting qualifications, license and permits; and monitoring and reporting.”  
Regarding this testimony: 

a. Please provide the preliminary plan referenced. 
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b. Please describe the scope (geographic, temporal, process, manner, etc.) of the 
pre-blasting surveys identified in the preliminary plan referenced. 

c. Are there any drinking water wells within a 2,000 foot radius of the site where 
blasting may occur?  What about 5,000’?  Where are they located?   

i. If you do not know, do you intend to survey for wells? 

d. If drinking water wells are identified within a 2,500 foot radius of the site, do 
you intend to prepare a monitoring plan for these wells? When will it be 
prepared? What will it include—duration, frequency, methods, etc.? 

 
i. If you do not intend to prepare a monitoring plan for the wells, please 

explain why.  
 

Q.ANR:SW.1-5. On page 12, lines 11-12 of his testimony, Mr. Belisle states: “Pre-blast 
surveys will be offered to all property owners within a 2500-foot radius of a blast site.”  
Please describe what those surveys will be surveying, as well as their duration, frequency, 
methods, etc.?  How will they be communicated to those being offered? Will the survey 
be offered to lessees or others with a property interest? When will the surveys be offered 
and implemented? 

 

Q.ANR:SW.1-6. On page 12, lines 3-6 of Martha Staskus’ Prefiled Testimony on behalf of 
Swanton Wind, LLC, she states: “Greenhouse gas emissions associated with construction 
will be primarily from fossil-fueled vehicles and equipment used for deliveries, worker 
transportation, and construction activities.  The emissions are typical of construction 
projects and will not be undue.”  Answer the following with regard to GHG impacts. 

a. Will the project require the installation of any transformers, switchgear, or other 
components that contain sulfur hexafluoride (SF6)?  If your answer is yes: 

i. Please describe each and every component to be installed that contains 
SF6. 

ii. Please describe all potential non-SF6 options Swanton Wind considered 
and the reason(s) why Swanton Wind rejected the non-SF6 options. 

b. Have you estimated or do you plan to estimate the total life cycle greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with the project?  If your answer is no, explain why 
not. 
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c. Do you intend to provide the Agency with an as-built report detailing the 
components of the project as installed, and to provide annual reports regarding 
system maintenance and electric generation data?  If your answer is no, explain 
why not. 

d. Identify the carbon content, in tons, of the approximately 36-42.5 acres of 
existing trees (Jewkes PFT page 5, lines 7-8, Exhibit SW-IAJ-2, and Gravel 
PFT page 4, lines 2-4) to be cleared for the Project. 

e. Identify the methodology utilized to arrive at your answer to A.ANR:SW.1-6.d. 

f. Identify the person who performed the analysis that supports your answer to 
A.ANR:SW.1-6.d, and explain their qualifications for performing the analysis. 

g. Identify the belowground carbon (in tons) estimated to be emitted as a result of 
the Project’s site preparation work. 

h. Identify the methodology utilized to arrive at your answer to A.ANR:SW.1-6.g. 

i. Identify the person who performed the analysis that supports your answer to 
A.ANR:SW.1-6.g and explain their qualifications for performing the analysis. 

j. Identify where and how you intend to dispose of the trees to be cleared from the 
approximately 36-42.5 acres referenced in A.ANR:SW.1-6.d.  If different parts 
of trees (i.e., stumps, boles, branches, leaves, etc.), will be disposed of in 
different ways, identify the anticipated place and method of disposition for each. 

 

Q.ANR:SW.1-7. On page 12, lines 6-8 of her testimony, Ms. Staskus states: “In terms of 
operations, VERA estimates that the Swanton Wind Project will reduce annual GHG 
emissions by 17,794.3 tons per year based on emission rate estimates published by ISO 
New England.”  Regarding this testimony: 

a. Please provide the methodology and calculations used to reach this estimation. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-8. Please provide an estimate of the anticipated annual output of energy 
production over the 20-year life of the project (Staskus PFT page 12, lines 12-13). 

Q.ANR:SW.1-9.  Answer the following with regard to the Project’s proposed tree clearing 
and cutting. 

a. On page 5, lines 7-8 of Ian Jewkes’ testimony, he states: “The total area to be 
cleared for this project is approximately 36 acres.”  On page 4, lines 2-4 of 
Adam Gravel’s testimony, he stated: “A total of approximately 42.5 acres of 
clearing affecting primarily common hardwood forest habitat will be needed for 
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access road/crane path construction and to erect the wind turbines.”  Please 
clarify how many acres are proposed to be cleared for the Project.  

b. During what time(s) of the year do you intend to perform clearing of the 
approximately 36-42.5 acres to be cleared (Jewkes PFT page 5, lines 7-8 and 
Gravel PFT page 4, lines 2-4)? 

c. Explain which parts of trees (e.g., stumps, boles, branches, leaves, etc.), that 
will be cut or cleared will be removed from the property. 

d. For the parts of trees that you will remove from the property as indicated in your 
answer to A.ANR:SW.1-9(c), explain where, and how, you intend to dispose of 
each of these parts. 

e. Please explain whether you intend to dispose of any parts of trees that you will 
clear for the Project by burning or otherwise re-using the parts on site.  

f. Have you estimated the sequestration rate of the forest area to be cleared and the 
anticipated loss of sequestration for the life of the project?   

i. If so, please provide these estimates and the methodology and calculations 
underlying these estimates. 

ii. Identify the person who performed the analysis that supports your answer 
to A.ANR:SW.1-9(f)(i) and explain their qualifications for performing the 
analysis. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-10. On page 12, lines 5-7 of Adam Gravel’s testimony on behalf of Swanton 
Wind, LLC, he states: “If either the northern long-eared bat or Indiana bat is actually 
present within the Project area, the Project’s relatively small size and scale suggest that 
potential impacts on their populations would be limited.”  Regarding this testimony:  

 
a. What is the basis for this statement?  Please describe in detail the reasons, data, 

and scientific materials and publications that support this opinion.  
   

b. Please describe what is meant by the word “limited.” 
 

c. Do you intend to obtain a takings permit for the Project?  If not, please explain 
why. 

 
Q.ANR:SW.1-11. On page 20, lines 11-12 of Adam Gravel’s testimony on behalf of 

Swanton Wind, LLC, he states: “The project is unlikely to have an undue adverse impact 
on rare, threatened, or endangered bird or bat species.” Regarding this testimony: 

a. What bat species were considered in this evaluation? 
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b. Did this evaluation include the state threatened small-footed bat, the state 
endangered little brown bat, or the state endangered tri-colored bat? 

 

Q.ANR:SW.1-12. On page 2 of Exhibit SW-AG-5, it states that one of the objectives of post-
construction monitoring in Year 1 and 3 is to “Examine if there is a relationship between 
fatality events and weather conditions to inform the periods of increased risk”.   
Regarding this exhibit: 

a. Explain all of the objectives of the post-construction monitoring.   

b. Identify and describe in detail the species to which these objectives apply.   

 

Q.ANR:SW.1-13. Regarding the post-construction monitoring plan provided in Exhibit SW-
AG-5: 

a. Please characterize the annual variability in post-construction monitoring 
fatality rates at a wind energy facility.   

 
b. Describe how a 3-day search interval account for variability in mortality rates 

caused by weather and other events and provide the methodology underlying 
this analysis.  Please produce and describe in detail the reasons, data, and 
scientific materials and publications that support this opinion.    

 
c. In your opinion, how many years of post-construction monitoring are needed to 

develop valid estimates of what bat fatalities will be in the long-term at a wind 
energy facility?  Please describe in detail the reasons, data, and scientific 
materials and publications that support this opinion.   

 
 

Q.ANR:SW.1-14. Indicate whether you intend to submit a transplant plan for the rare broad 
beech fern (Phegopteris hexagonoptera) that will be impacted to the Agency’s 
Department of Fish & Wildlife for review and approval.  If not, please explain why not. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-15. Indicate whether you intend to provide a description of the site and/or 
conduct a site visit for the Agency’s Department of Fish & Wildlife to review and 
approve the proposed transplant site.  If not, please explain why not. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-16. Indicate whether you are willing to agree to water the transplants weekly 
throughout the growing season (defined as the first frost or senescence of the plants) 
whenever there is less than one inch of natural precipitation.    

Q.ANR:SW.1-17. Regarding non-native invasive plant species: 
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a. Provide a detailed description of the species, locations and extent of invasive 
plants that are already present on the site. 

b. Have you developed a plan for monitoring and control of invasive plants during 
construction, post-construction, or both?  If not, why not? 

c. Please explain how invasive plants that are expected to brought in by vehicles 
and equipment entering the site during the life of the project will be controlled. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-18. In the Natural Resources Assessment provided as Exhibit SW-DB-2, the 
Mesic Red Oak-Northern Hardwood Forest on the project site is mapped and ranked 
using the Agency’s Department of Fish & Wildlife standards and is identified as a state-
significant example of this natural community type.  Please describe the impact that the 
proposed project as constructed would have on this natural community and its rank as 
state-significant.   

Q.ANR:SW.1-19. On page 6, lines 14-18 of Michael Lew-Smith’s testimony, he states: “In 
order to alleviate potential impacts to migration, we proposed mitigation measures for 
two areas in the vicinity of the vernal pools.  The location of these structures is based on 
the location of the pools and likely migration routes.  One consists of a 15’-wide open-
bottomed box culvert with natural substrate and wing walls.”  Regarding this testimony: 
 

a. Please describe in detail the wing walls referenced in this testimony. 
 

b. Is it your opinion that the wing walls will be adequate in directing amphibians 
to utilize the box culvert?  Please describe in detail any and all reasons, data, 
and scientific materials and publications that support this opinion. 

 
c. Please describe the existing buffer vegetation and condition of the vernal pools. 

  
Q.ANR:SW.1-20. On page 5, lines 14-16 of Jeff Parsons’ testimony on behalf of Swanton 

Wind, LLC, he states: “the Project will not result in fragmentation that will have an 
undue adverse impact on non-avian, non-bat, non-amphibian species.” Regarding this 
testimony:  
 

a. What is the basis of this statement?  Please describe in detail any and all 
reasons, data, and scientific materials and publications that support this opinion 
in addition to the reasons provided in your testimony. 

 
b. Does Forest fragmentation divide land with naturally occurring vegetation and 

ecological processes into smaller and smaller areas as a result of roads, land 
clearing, development, or other land uses that remove vegetation and create 
physical barriers between previously connected natural vegetation?   
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c. Can forest fragmentation alter interior forest wildlife habitat?   
 

d. Can forest fragmentation impair the movement of some wildlife species?   
 

e. Can forest fragmentation change natural ecological processes such as surface 
water drainage and susceptibility of trees to blowdown by high wind events, and 
increases the likelihood of introduction of non-native, invasive plant species? 

 
f. Have you evaluated the effects that the Project will have on the forest block in 

which it is proposed or on other features of the natural environment? 
 

g. Have you evaluated the effects that the Project will have on the ability of 
wetland-dependent and upland-dependent wildlife species’ ability to move 
across the landscape? 

 
h. Have you evaluated the effects that the Project will have on the wetlands’ ability 

to provide functions and values at a significant level? 
 

i. Have you evaluated the effects that the clearing and disturbance required for the 
Project will have in spreading non-native invasive plant species? 

 
j. What is your opinion regarding the Project’s potential to impact avian, bat, 

amphibian species, and ecological processes?  Please describe in detail the 
reasons, data, and scientific materials and publications that support this opinion. 

 
 

Q.ANR:SW.1-21.  On page 8, lines 4-5 of Dori Barton’s testimony, she states: “The Project 
has been designed to avoid impacts to Class 2 wetlands and 50’ wetland buffer zones and 
to avoid Class 3 wetlands.”  Regarding this testimony: 
 

a. Have you evaluated the effects that the project will have on the class 2 wetlands' 
ability to provide functions and values at their current levels?  
 

b. What were your findings for each wetland?   
 

c. Do you intend to conduct a wetland delineation for the wetland located near the 
staging area at the bottom of the hill adjacent to the south end of the Rocky 
Ridge neighborhood? 

 
i. If not, why not? 

 
ii. If so, when you anticipate conducting this delineation? 
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Q.ANR:SW.1-22. On page 18, lines 4-5 of Adam Gravel’s testimony, he states: “I do not 
expect that the Project will result in significant habitat fragmentation that would cause an 
undue adverse impact on wetland-dependent bird species.”  Regarding this testimony: 
 

a. What is the basis of this statement?  Please describe in detail any and all 
reasons, data, and scientific materials and publications that support this opinion 
in addition to the reasons provided in your testimony. 

 
b. How do you define habitat fragmentation?  What is the basis of your definition?   

 
c. What would constitute “significant” habitat fragmentation?   

 
d. Does Forest fragmentation divide land with naturally occurring vegetation and 

ecological processes into smaller and smaller areas as a result of roads, land 
clearing, development, or other land uses that remove vegetation and create 
physical barriers between previously connected natural vegetation?   

 
e. Can forest fragmentation alter interior forest wildlife habitat?   

 
f. Can forest fragmentation impair the movement of some wildlife species?   

 
g. Can forest fragmentation change natural ecological processes such as surface 

water drainage and susceptibility of trees to blowdown by high wind events, and 
increases the likelihood of introduction of non-native, invasive plant species? 

 
h. Have you evaluated the effects that the Project will have on the forest block in 

which it is proposed? 
 

i. Have you evaluated the effects that the Project will have on the Class II 
wetlands’ ability to provide functions and values at a significant level? 

 
j. What is your opinion regarding the Project’s potential to impact non-avian, non-

bat, amphibian species, and ecological processes?  Please describe in detail the 
reasons, data, and scientific materials and publications that support this opinion. 

 
Q.ANR:SW.1-23. On page 11, lines 14-16 of Mr. Gravel’s testimony, he states: “Stantec’s 

review of publicly available data from operating wind projects in Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont showed that no raptor collisions were observed during 996 
hours of observation surveys.”  In regard to this testimony and Exhibit SW-AG-4:  

 
a. Given the juxtaposition of the Project to the various wetlands, Lake Champlain 

Valley lowlands, and Lake Champlain itself, do you think these factors could 
result in higher densities of migrating passerines?   
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b. How have you accounted for all of these landscape and habitat variables in your 

determination of risk?    
 

Q.ANR:SW.1-24. On page 19, lines 11-15 of Mr. Gravel’s testimony, he states: “Although 
territory size information for song birds is relative limited, the information that is 
available indicates that many of these wetlands would be too small to support a single 
breeding pair or might only support a single breeding pair if the habitat was appropriate.”  
Please identify which wetlands at the Project site are too small to support breeding birds. 

 
Q.ANR:SW.1-25. On page 19, lines 18-19 of Mr. Gravel’s testimony, he states: “This 

suggests that many of the wetlands would provide limited breeding habitat for wetland 
dependent bird species.”  Please identify which wetlands at the Project site may have 
suitable habitat for wetland-dependent song bird species.  
 

Q.ANR:SW.1-26. Explain how you will ensure that undue adverse impacts to the following 
natural resources will be avoided at the time of the Project’s decommissioning. 

a. Wetlands. 

b. Vernal pools. 

c. Streams. 

d. Rare, Threatened or Endangered Plants. 

e. Deer Wintering Areas. 

f. Control of Invasive Species. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-27.  What is the geographic scope of your site control over the property? 

Q.ANR:SW.1-28. Will the Project require any distribution line upgrades aside from the ones 
referenced in Ian Jewkes’ testimony in response provided in A4? 

Q.ANR:SW.1-29. Will the Project require any line upgrades after the initial point of 
interconnection? 

Q.ANR:SW.1-30. Did the natural resources assessment include all project areas where any 
utility line work (distribution or transmission) is planned to occur? 

Q.ANR:SW.1-31. Are the utility lines along Rocky Ridge Road proposed or existing? 

a. If the utility lines are proposed, please explain why the lines cannot be placed 
on the northerly side to avoid the wetland? 
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Q.ANR:SW.1-32.  On page 5, lines 7-9 of his testimony, Scott Homsted states: “The Project 
will comply with the Stormwater Management Rule and State of Vermont Stormwater 
Management Manual (“VSWMM”), and will obtain and comply with all requisite 
permits.”  Regarding this testimony: 

a.  Please explain whether in your opinion the Project will comply with the 
Vermont Lake Champlain Phosphorus TMDL.  Please provide the basis for 
your opinion. 

b. Will the Project employ level spreaders? 

c. Please identify each and every waterbody to which the treated stormwater will 
be directed. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-33.  On page 8, lines 9-10 of his testimony, Mr. Homsted states: “In addition, 
comprehensive secondary transformer oil containment for the Project will be provided as 
shown on sheet C-112.”  Regarding this testimony and the drawing provided in sheet C-
112, the volume of a truncated pyramid appears to be calculated incorrectly.  Please 
clarify the correct volume for the secondary oil containment design for the Project. 

Q.ANR:SW.1-34.  Please indicate whether any stormwater detention ponds or turbine pads 
are planned to be installed within 50 feet of a perennial stream crossing. 
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REQUESTS FOR ADMISSION 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-1. Admit that the federally threatened and state endangered northern long-
eared bat and the state endangered little brown bat are likely present as a result of the 
acoustic monitoring survey. 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-2. Admit that weather events can cause increased mortality of bat species.   

RTA.ANR:SW.1-3. Admit that bat fatality rates will increase as the cut-in speed of 
curtailments decrease.  If denied, provide the basis of your opinion underlying this denial.  
Please produce and describe in detail the reasons, data, and scientific materials and 
publications that support this opinion.    

RTA.ANR:SW.1-4. Admit that the Eastern small-footed, Little brown bat, and the Tri-colored 
bat are all state listed threatened and endangered species.  

RTA.ANR:SW.1-5. Admit that you did not consider and analyze the impacts of the project on 
all state listed threatened and endangered bats.   If denied, explain in detail the basis of the 
denial and produce any and all data and documents that you relied on in asserting this 
opinion. 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-6. Admit that the project could result in the take of state listed threatened and 
endangered bats.   If denied, explain in detail the basis of the denial and produce any and all 
data and documents that you relied on in asserting this opinion. 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-7. Admit that the wetlands in their totality could support breeding birds.   If 
denied, explain in detail the basis of the denial and produce any and all data and documents 
that you relied on in asserting this opinion. 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-8. Admit that the wetlands are located in a migratory flyway.  Admit that the 
wetlands are a stopover for migratory birds.   If denied, explain in detail the basis of the 
denial and produce any and all data and documents that you relied on in asserting this 
opinion.  

RTA.ANR:SW.1-9. Admit that you conducted a plant survey at the project site.   

RTA.ANR:SW.1-10. Admit that the rare to uncommon (S2S3) broad beech fern (Phegopteris 
hexagonoptera) is present at the Project site. 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-11. Admit that you have not addressed the presence of the rare to uncommon 
(S2S3) broad beech in your prefiled testimony or natural resource report (Exhibit SW-DB-2). 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-12. Admit that the project will impact the broad beech fern by transplanting 
the majority of the larger populations.  If denied, explain in detail the basis of the denial. 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-13. Admit that transplantation of wild grown plants is never certain.  
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RTA.ANR:SW.1-14. Admit that although the broad beech fern is considered “easy to grow” in 
gardens settings, this may not be the case when transplanting in the wild.  If denied:  

a. Provide details of a transplantation of a rare or threatened or endangered 
plant that have been successful; and 

b. Explain in detail the basis of the denial and produce any and all data and 
documents that you relied on in asserting this opinion. 
 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-15. Admit that while the Broad beech fern’s rarity category is S2S3, the long-
standing convention is to default to the higher conservation rank of S2 or rare. 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-16. Admit that invasive species can have an adverse impact on the natural 
environment.   

RTA.ANR:SW.1-17. Admit that the proposed site disturbance will result or is very likely to 
result in the proliferation of invasive plants at the site after construction.   

RTA.ANR:SW.1-18. Admit that you have provided no plan to control, mitigate, or monitor 
invasive plants at the site either during or post construction.   

RTA.ANR:SW.1-19. Admit that the Project’s components (e.g. wind turbine assemblies, 
towers, foundations, transmission wires, transformers and other electrical equipment) contain 
embodied GHG emissions (i.e., there are GHG emissions associated with the manufacture 
and transport of such components). 

RTA.ANR:SW.1-20. Admit that in addition to GHG emissions associated with construction 
described above, there are GHG emissions associated with project operation and 
maintenance, and with project decommissioning at the end of its service life. 
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REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION 

 
RTP.ANR:SW.1-1. Please produce any and all preliminary blasting plans prepared by 

MDB that are referenced in A.ANR:SW.1-4. 
 

RTP.ANR:SW.1-2. Please provide any and all reports or analysis you have created or 
relied upon in selecting the components for the facility. 

 
RTP.ANR:SW.1-3. Please provide any and all reports or plans that you prepared 

regarding plant species. 

 
RTP.ANR:SW.1-4.  Regarding the statement on page 10 of Exhibit SW-DB-2 that 

states: “Using this field data, each vernal pool community was ranked following the 
Vermont Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) natural community ranking protocol.”  Please 
provide a copy of the field data and ranking results. 

 
RTP.ANR:SW.1-5. Regarding the statement on page 10 Exhibit SW-DB-2: “AE 

established both the Vernal Pool Envelope and the Critical Terrestrial Habitat zones for 
the two vernal pools in the Project area with a modified approach based on work by 
Baldwin et.al (2006).”  Please provide a full citation of Baldwin et.al. (2006) and provide 
a copy of the article. 

 
RTP.ANR:SW.1-6. Please produce any and all documents identified, referenced, relied 

upon, or referred to in responding to these information requests. 
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DATED this 16th day of February, 2017 at Montpelier, Vermont. 
 

AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 

By:  ____________________________________ 
        
       Leslie A. Welts, Esq. 
       Agency of Natural Resources 
       1 National Life Drive, Davis 2 
       Montpelier, VT  05620 
       Phone: (802) 490-6103 
       E-mail: leslie.welts@vermont.gov 
              
  
 


