
Swanton Wind Project 

Bat Conservation Measures 

Issues of Concern 

1. Directly adjacent to Champlain Valley, the primary region for the remaining maternity 

colonies of state endangered little brown bats. 

2. In the region of northern long-eared bats, a species likely to be federally listed in April 

2015. Conversations with the USFWS should occur. 

3. Numerous wetlands, open water areas in and around project site. This is an increase risk 

due to attracting foraging bats. 

Pre-Construction Studies 

1. Awaiting a survey plan from Stantec, Inc. that must begin acoustic monitoring in mid-

April. 

2. Detectors needed at two knolls, as well as at the locations of the two outlying potential 

turbine sites. Detectors also needed at wetland site in the saddle between the two knolls. 

3. Lower detectors should be included in the survey to detect the presence of myotid bats, 

all of which are state endangered. 

4. Acoustic surveys needed for April 15 – September 30, although extending to October 15 

would be preferable 

Construction 

1. Need to adequately survey for NLEB to determine absence of NLEB, or clear the site in 

the hibernation season to avoid take of roosting bats. 

Operational Expectations 

1. Curtailment June 1 – September 30 at 6.0 m/sec wind speed from ½ hour before sunset to 

sunrise. No temperature threshold seems prudent at this time. 

2. Turbine RPMs below cut-in speed should be programmed for below 1 RPM for the 

curtailment period June 1-September 30. Some experts are suggesting RPMs remain at 

below 1 RPM below cut-in speeds through the entire period when bats are active (April 

15-October 15) and this may need to be a response based on risk analysis from pre-

construction surveys. 

3. State Threatened and Endangered Species Permit required. 

 

Monitoring 

 

1. Annual SCADA reports provided to validate curtailment implementation. 



2. Bat fatality monitoring year 1 and either year 2 or 3. Three-day search interval, scavenger 

and searcher efficiency trials required. 

3. Any take of state endangered bats may require mitigation, including, but not limited to 

pro-rated contributions to the VFWD Bat Maternity Colony Technical Assistance 

Program. 
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