
 

 

Robert Frost said , “Good fences make good neighbors.” 
 
Good Noise Standards can make Industrial Wind Turbines better neighbors.  
 
Countries with more developed wind energy policies generally have less opposition from those 
living near wind energy facilities than countries with few requirements. For example, Denmark 
has the largest amount of wind energy per capita and per land area, and has general acceptance 
from its citizens. Denmark has a well-developed booklet clearly stating all of the policies and 
recommendations regarding wind energy. For more information see link below.  
 
Vermont should learn from other Countries and States to become a leader in setting 
standards that protect its citizens from noise from industrial wind turbines. 
 
Vermont should reform our noise standards for industrial wind turbines to the Denmark scale.  
This would protect neighbors of industrial wind turbine facilities from sleep disrupting noise and 
facilitate increased acceptance of wind energy by the general population.  
 
Like any other industrial facility, we advocate for third party continuous sound monitoring, paid 
for by the wind facility owners, that would respond immediately to any breech of the standard. 
  
See below for current standards, note a 3dBA reduction means cutting the noise in half. 
 
Vermont   45 dB(A) outside open bedroom window averaged over an hour.  (averaged over an 
hour allows for the decibels to jump to 70dB(A) every 5 minutes and still meet the standard) 
 
Denmark   37dB(A) nighttime limit averaged over 10min.  
 
New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia   a 
maximum of 35 dB(A) or 5 dB(A) above existing background noise averaged over 10 minutes  
 
Ireland    43 dB(A) limit at night and 45 dB(A) limit in the day or 5dB(A) above background 
noise, with a 35-40 dB(A) averaged over 10 min in quiet rural or residential areas. 
 
France  below 25 dB (within residences) around wind turbines. 
 
Sweden       40 dB(A) sound limit near homes and are used to determine wind turbine setback 
distances.  In some cases where environment has low background noise, the sound limit may be 
lowered to 35 dB(A). 
 
Maine  not to exceed 42dB(A) at night.  
 
NH proposed  shall not exceed the greater of 40 dBA or 5 dBA above background levels night 
and 45 dBA or 5 dBA above background levels day time.  
 
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/documents/International_Review_of_Wind_Policies_a
nd_Recommendations.pdf    
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