
STATE OF VERMONT
PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD

Docket No. 8561

Investigation pursuant to 30 V.S.A. $$ 30 and209
regarding the Construction and Operation of a
Meteorological Tower located in Swanton,
Vermont

STATEMENT OF UNDISPUTED MATERIAL FACTS

The Department of Public Service submits the following statement of undisputed
material facts in support of their motion for summary judgment, in accordance with
V.R.C.P. s6(c).

On July 6,2015, the Public Service Board received a letter from Christine and

Dustin Lang regarding the existence of a meteorological tower located in
Swanton, Vermont that was allegedly being used to gather wind measurement

data for assessing the feasibility of a wind generating facility in that location.
Docket 8561, Attachment to Memorandum from Susan M. Hudson Re:

Swanton Meteorological Tower, July 8, 2015.

On July 8,2015, the Board requested that the Department of Public Service

investigate the allegations contained in the Langs' letter and submit a
recommendation to the Board as to whether the Board should open an

investigation. Docket 8561, Memorandum from Susan M. Hudson Re:

Swanton Meteorological Tower, July 8,2015.

On July 23,2015, the Department submitted a letter recommending that the

Board open an investigation. The Department stated that Travis Belisle owns

the tower and, according to the Department's records, does not possess a

certificate of public good authorizing the construction and operation of the

tower. Letter from Geoffrey Commons, Esq. to Susan M. Hudson, Clerk of
the Board, dated July 23,2015.

On August 7,2015, the Public Service Board issued an Order opening an

investigation to determine whether the construction and operation of the

meteorological tower were authorized and, if not, whether it is appropriate to
order any remedial action, impose a penalty, or take any other steps authorized

by law. Docket 8561, Order Opening Investigation and Notice of Prehearing
Conference, Order of August 7,2015.
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On September 14,2015, Travis Belisle submitted prefrled testimony in this

docket which "addresses the facts and circumstances surrounding the

installation and removal of a meteorological tower" on his property in
Swanton, Vermont. Prefiled Testimony of Travis Belisle at I (September 14,

20ls).

In 2010, Mr. Belisle solicited information regarding the suitability of his

property for wind power generation. Mr. Belisle consulted with a renewable

energy development company for a proposal to install a meteorological station

to "see what the wind was like on the top of the ridge." Prefiled Testimony of
Travis Belisle at 2 (September 14, 2015).

Mr. Belisle received a proposal to install a 40 meter meteorological tower and

data monitoring services on his property in January of 2011. The tower was

delivered to the site later that month and installed on January 20, 2012.
Prefiled Testimony of Travis Belisle at2-3 (September 14,2015).

Mr. Belisle did not have any other purpose in mind aside from seeing if the

wind on the ridge would be right for wind turbines that generate electricity
when he decided to install the meteorological tower. Prefiled Testimony of
Travis Belisle at 4 (September 14, 2015); Respondent Travis Belisle's
Response to DPS's First Set of Information Requests on Respondent, October

29,2015 at7.

Mr. Belisle did not obtain a certificate of public good from the Public Service

Board before installing the meteorological tower. Prefiled Testimony of
Travis Belisle at2-3,1 I (September 14, 2015)

Dated this l5th day of January,20l6.
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