
The wind mountain sites have created a tremendous amount of impervious surface that was 

modeled like a cemetery lawn instead of like a gravel road.  This series of photos is important 

because we have lots of photos showing sedimentation of runoff during construction, but the spin 

is that is all normal for a construction site.  These photos below (attached) were taken after the 

site had been finished for a year.   

 

Our water experts said that there will be ongoing sedimentation because of all the blasting and 

fines and cut/fill design and impervious surfaces, and the modeling that was accepted minimizes 

the runoff volume and velocity by up to 30%.  ANR steadfastly holds to the VHB design, and 

has issued exactly the same permits for Deerfield Wind which is in the headwaters of 

Wilmington and involves a similar cut and fill design with blasting cuts up to 25 feet in the rock, 

impacting wetlands (and in critical bear habitat on USFS land).  ANR loves this stuff.  Thinks 

it’s great.  Gotta save the planet, after all.  But they won’t let our experts up on the mountain to 

ground truth their claims that the stormwater system is working.   

 

The experts we work with looked at these photos and see the water channeling down the middle 

of the road, they see sedimentation, a failed level spreader which they said would happen (It’s 

not supposed to run over the sides).  We understand that GMP pays high school kids to 

continuously dig out the sedimentation.  We don’t know where it goes.  The level spreaders 

require ongoing maintenance, and the permit requirements let Jeff Nelson of VHB pick the 

handful of level spreaders to report out, so he can issue a report that will show everything is 

wonderful, while not disclosing any problems.  Paul Brouha, a neighbor of the Sheffield project 

who was an aquatic biologist with the USF&W service, says there are huge slugs of 

sedimentation downstream from the Sheffield Wind project.  Albany residents say the same thing 

about their side of the Lowell mountain. 
 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 


