
Water Quality Concerns. 

Rep Marianna Gamache went to EPA/ANR hearing on the TMDL at St Albans on 8/26. Marianna 

talked to Sec Deb Markowitz about her concerns about the wind project and how it might 

impact the local waters, Sec Markowitz's response was they have a special system at Lowell and 

everything is fine and nothing to worry about.   

Green Mountain Power's CEO Mary Powell was fined $58,000 on 15 Aug by ANR for Storm 

water pollution at Lowell Wind Project. see photos: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/112246232055800335101/July32013?authkey=Gv1sRgCImplL2E

mPuClQE# 

These photos were taken on one of the Green Mountain Power's Open House at 
Lowell.  Sedimentation running off into a level spreader.  See the water running over the level 
spreader.  That is the picture of a failed level spreader.   
 
Water experts tell us that because of the extent of the blasting and the design of the Lowell 
project, that there will be endless sediments running off the mountain due to all the exposed 
rock and fines.  From what we have been told GMP hires high school kids to continuously clean 
out the level spreaders.  (note, the Swanton Wind project is proposed in the headwaters that 
directly feed Fairfield Pond.) 
 
It has been reported to us that water experts  went up to the Nelson's home, camped out, and 
hiked up and looked at two water features.  Both of them had failed.  Failed means that 
new water channels are being formed and that means ongoing sedimentation going off the 
mountain.  They have no idea how many new stream channels are being created.   
 
Please also see what has been documented at Sheffield.  Water experts tell me this means 
endless sedimentation. 
https://vimeo.com/76735729 
https://vimeo.com/76736537 
 
Water experts also say that the storm water permits issued by ANR underestimated the volume 
and velocity of water coming off the mountain because they modeled some of the impervious 
surfaces as equivalent to a cemetery lawn.  That means a possible error of 30% for the volume.   
 
What do the “experts” hired by the developers say, and with which ANR agrees?  They say 
the water quality has improved! 
 
The water monitoring protocol completely sacrifices the headwaters, and their monitoring 
points are a mile or more away from the upper elevations.   
 

https://picasaweb.google.com/112246232055800335101/July32013?authkey=Gv1sRgCImplL2EmPuClQE
https://picasaweb.google.com/112246232055800335101/July32013?authkey=Gv1sRgCImplL2EmPuClQE
https://vimeo.com/76735729
https://vimeo.com/76736537


We are very concerned about adding pollution to the Lake from the Swanton Wind project. 

A report was handed out at the meeting, 2015 State of the Lake by the Lake Champlain Basin 

Program. Please see the table on page 6 on phosphorus levels, Missisquoi Bay and St Albans 

Bay http://www.lcbp.org/media-center/publications-library/state-of-the-lake/.  Both levels in 

St Albans Bay and Missisquoi Bay are twice the stated goals for TMDL.  

Some attendees brought jars of pea green water from St. Albans bay, Mississquoi Bay and 

Georgia shores.  How can the state justify saying they are cleaning it up when they are allowing 

an industrial wind project  that clear cuts 50 acres of forest and the creation of 22 acres of 

imperious surfaces that is sure to add to the already high phosphorus content. 

Also please see page 32  http://sol.lcbp.org/Climate_Affects.html   What you can do?  Plant 

Buffers, this proposed project will destroys buffers, Plant Native Trees, this proposed project 

will clear cut 50 acres of trees, Get Pervious, this proposed project will create 3 "Walmart Size" 

parking lots in the wetland that are the headwaters of Fairfield Pond which feeds the impaired 

Black Creek which feeds the impaired Missisquoi River and Missisquoi Bay. Please see proposed 

project map from Swanton Wind LLC.  

http://townofswantonvermont.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/0/3/12032471/2015_0826_swanton_

wind_llc_map_1.pdf   (look real closely at the wetlands delineated on this map, you will need to 

expand the view) 

The proposed project is in the middle of many delineated wet lands, look at map closely. Look 

at the wetlands, Turbine Pads are proposed in wetland buffers. Roads are proposed in wetland 

buffers.  The State of Vermont just passed a shoreline protection bill to improve water quality. 

This project proposes to clean cut 50 acres of forest in the headwaters of an impaired body of 

water in wetlands which ANR should be protecting. 

 
 


